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New Woodland Path in Hayle Park Nature Reserve 

It does not seem a year ago that Newline Leaning Academy contacted the VCS to see if we could help them with 

their school's community action week. This is where year 10 students in the last week of the academic school 

year go out and help in the local area on community work and projects. After the set back we had with the      

vandalism to the ragstone wall along the foot path beside Little Switzerland, Newline Learning contacted me to 

see if there was any way the students could help with repairing the wall or whether there were any projects they 

could help with in the valley in connection with their community week. It is good to see that some young people 

are prepared to help us make the valley a better place for everyone to enjoy. 

After discussions with the school we planned a date for Monday 14
th
 July for four days. On a lovely summer’s day 

we had seven students accompanied by a number of staff to tackle the task which we had planned, little did they 

know what we had in store for them. 

They helped with cutting the overgrown footpath besides Lower Crisbrook Mill Pond and removing the scrub to a 

habitat pile on Little Switzerland land. However the main task was to remove all the rubbish dumped over the 

years and create a new path through a wooded area round the north east boundary of the new Hayle Park Na-

ture Reserve. After a safety talk on the hazards they may come across and the use of hand tools the students, 

staff and VCS volunteers spilt up into groups to start the clearing. They worked well as a team clearing the wood, 

vegetation and removed a considerable amount of dumped rubbish to an area for disposal at a later date. 

At the end of the fourth day a new winding path has been created through the canopy of large and small trees 

approximately three hundred meters long for walkers to use. 

We are now receiving positive feedback from the people walking through the new Hayle Park Nature Reserve on 

the newly created path. 

I would like to thank the Newline Students, the Staff and VCS Volunteers for giving up their time and energy on 

helping to develop another part of Hayle Park. 

Dennis Usmar  

 

The new woodland path Students, staff and vcs volunteers 



An unusual find in the Loose stream ! 

Chairman Bryn Cornwell was surprised by a phone call he received recently, a dog walker had 

found a Terrapin beside the stream on the footpath in Great Ivy Mill Lane. Thinking it would fit 

in a flowerpot Bryn was challenged by this monster, the size of a dinner plate. It even tried to 

climb out of the bucket that Bryn eventually found. Unsure what to do with it a kind neighbour 

offered to rehome it in his new garden pond. The Terrapin appears to be a Red eared slider 

(Trachemys scripta elegans) and neither Bryn or the dog walker have any idea how it came to be 

in the stream both assuming it was a discarded pet. 

  

A walk through the Valley 

PADDARA (Paddock Wood Active Retirement Association) recently walked through the valley and these 

are the Chairman’s observations.  

We took the upper path from Loose to the new development by Hayle Place and then down the path to 

the lower pond where we stopped for our coffee break and then back along the main valley path. The 

group has been walking together for the last 20 years or so and so some of the members are getting 

quite elderly, thus the walks are normally only about 3-5 miles and not terribly strenuous.                

While we were having coffee there were some volunteers working there and they got chatting to some of 

the members and went off and got some extra leaflets for them, including a printout about the new    

nature reserve area. I'm going to pdf this and send it around to them all later. 

I think this is probably the best walk the group has done recently and everyone was really impressed with 

the valley and the views. It's a really super gem. I know that several of them are going to bring their  

(working) spouses back to do it again and I would not be surprised if one or two of them decide to     

support the society, given the subscription is so reasonable. 

Dave Smith (01892 835974) 

daves@quakerdave.me.uk 

 



PATHWAY TO PARADISE 

Students from Mid Kent College’s Founda.on Learning department have con.nued their excellent partnership work with the 

Valley Conserva.on Society.  Having worked hard earlier in the year to remove rubbish from the ancient pond and to landscape 

its banks and surrounds, the students, who have a range of learning difficul.es and/or disabili.es, cleared away the               

ever-growing mountain of rubbish that had previously been excavated from the area.  A chain-gang from the edge of the pond 

to a strategically placed skip means that the site around the pond is now clear of rubbish for the first .me in years.  

The area around the pond has been completely transformed as a result of the students’ efforts.  In fact, the students’ work has 

been so effec.ve that the pond actually filled with water during the rainy spring months, and even a;racted some feathered 

friends. 

During the next visit, a separate group of students were set the challenge of clearing a pathway from the top of the ponds by 

the mill, right across the top of the site and down to the pond area.  The plan was to create a clear route for visitors to be able 

to walk from one end of the site to the other.  Once created, the pathway was landscaped, with pieces from cut-down trees 

used to line sec.ons that dropped steeply down on one side.  And on one par.cularly steep sec.on, a series of four steps have 

been built into the landscape to help walkers get up, or down, the slope. 

Work Placement Co-ordinator, Mar.n Street, was delighted with how much the students had thrown themselves into the    

project.  ‘I think it’s really impressive that the students have commi;ed to their work here,’ he said.  ‘They’re making a real    

difference and laying the founda.ons for a great rela.onship between the Society and our department.  I can’t thank Bryn and 

the team enough for giving our students the opportunity.’ 

Founda.on Learning Lecturer, Moira Buntain, was equally impressed with the students’ hard work.  ‘I’ve seen lots of great 

teamwork and communica.on and they’ve really thrown themselves into the project,’ she said.  ‘It’s just great to get out of the 

classroom and it’s so pleasing to see the students doing something posi.ve for the community and the environment.  I’m really 

looking forward to con.nuing our work with the Society when the new students arrive in September.’ 

 

Bryn and Mar.n are currently organising dates for the department’s new cohort of students to work with the Society. 

 

Mar�n Street, 2 September 2014 

 



A great way to enhance a donation to Valley Conservation Society, we have increased our    

available funds by more than £1,500 over the last two years directly from this scheme. For the 

third year running this organisation will be matching donations up to £10 - doubling the value 

of your donation and growing those tenners! The campaign is set to start on Tuesday 14th    

October at 10am and will be matching one-time donations up to £10. With Gift Aid, a one-time 

donation of £10 made through  Localgiving.com during Grow Your Tenner will generate £21.55. 

To find out how the full  breakdown works, including detailed information on Gift Aid and our 

fees, please use this link. www.growyourtenner.com   

 

Recent local planning applications 

 

 Trees in conservation area notification - Coppice self sown Goat Willow 

       Hayle Mill Hayle Mill Road Tovil Kent ME15 6JW 

 Ref. No: 14/502826/TCA | Received: Mon 18 August 2014 | Validated: Mon 18 August 014                  
Status: Pending Consideration         

TPO no. 29 of 2003 : Trim back 3 trees to the southern boundary line                                                             
Land Adj. 49 Postmill Drive Tovil Kent ME15 6FY 

Ref. No: 14/502271/TPO | Received: Tue 29 Jul 2014 | Validated: Tue 29 Jul 2014 |Status: Pending  
Consideration 

Additional car parking at service headquarters, provision of bin store and improvements to pedestrian 
footpaths and lighting 

The Godlands Straw Mill Hill Tovil Kent ME15 6XB 

Ref. No: 14/501566/FULL | Received: Mon 07 Jul 2014 | Validated: Mon 07 Jul 2014| Status: Pending 
Consideration 

Members wishing to comment on these or any other current applications must first register online  
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/ 

 

David Fleck 

Secretary  : Valley Conserva.on Society 

01622 758567 

East Farleigh Farmers' Market  

The October Farmers’ Market will be held on Sunday 5th from 9am to 12 noon. Hopefully 
we will have a full complement of regular stalls with fresh local produce of all kinds. The 
Old Rose Garden  now stocks honey actually produced by bees in East Farleigh, which may 
be beneficial for those with allergies! Why not treat the family to some cakes and savoury 
pastries for Sunday tea from Grandma Bakes, and bread for sandwiches from Hunton    
Bakery? Artist Grenville Allen hopes to be back (weather permitting) with his delightful 
prints of domestic, farm and wild animals. 

Sue Morris 


